INTRODUCTION

This report was prepared to meet the immediate needs of a new
developing park and to stabilize and restore significant cultural
resources. Existing condition drawings prepared to Historic American
Buildings Survey standards and Emergency Stabilization Treatment
drawings have been prepared for three historic structures in the
Historic Chisana Townsite. These three structures are identified as
the U.S. Commissioner' s Court, U.S. Commissioner ' s Residence and the
Women1 s Jail. Due to the simplicity of these structures the work
presented in this report should be sufficient to meet management
obligations and goals while providing a data base for initiating
treatment.

The U.S. Commissioner's Court, U.S. Commissioner's Residence and
Women's Jail are the most significant structures within the proposed
Chisana historic district. Built during Chisana's peak years, ca.
1913-1920, the structures represent the simplest architectural form
found in the mining boom camps of Alaska's gold rush era. They also
represent the introduction of law and order into the Alaskan frontier.
After the withdrawal of the U.S. Commissioner in 1930 the buildings
became part of the Lou Anderton {later Pioneer Outfitters) guide and
hunting service operation until c. 1969. The log structures have
fallen into disrepair since then.

The proposed Chisana historic district includes the former Chi sana
townsite structures on public domain. Several historic structures
stand on the McNutt homestead, the eastern portion of the original
townsite, and may be included, with owner consent, on the National
Register of Historic Places nomination. Other structures on the public
domain in the proposed district have conflicting ownership claims,
which need resolution.

Inventory and recordation of structures in Chisana occurred during the
summers of 1982 and 1983 as part of the Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park and Preserve, Historic Resource Study.

This report was originally prepared as an emergency stabilization
report but several things came to light during its initial review.
First of all, it is not the goal of this division to further complicate
the process of treating historic structures, nor to create a new
document. With this in mind the report was modified to meet N.P.S. 28
Guidelines for Historic Structure Reports. This report now contains
all the components of a Historic Structure Report.

Though stabilization sounds appropriate when speaking of rehabilitating
an historic log structure, restoration cannot help but be performed.
The structural aspects of log structures are performing the dual role
of holding the building up as well as protecting it from the weather.
In this vein, it is extremely difficult to separate stabilization
treatments from restoration treatments; they become one in the same.
Both terms may be applied to similar treatments.